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1st October 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
Since returning to school in September, we have continued to keep our current Covid-19 protective measures under review to 
help keep children and staff safe, whilst also trying to minimise any disruption to face-to-face education. Following the revised 
guidance from the Department from Education, we are now following these four main control measures: 
 

- Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 
- Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
- Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 
- Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

 
Since the guidance from the DfE has changed in recent months, we felt it appropriate to remind you that the school is no 
longer undertaking contact tracing; close contacts in schools will now be identified by NHS Test and Trace because education 
settings are no longer expected to undertake this role. 
 
We would like to stress that as with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case or 
their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the 
positive case or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of 
individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. 
 
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact 
of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

 

- They are fully vaccinated 
- They are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 
- They have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 
- They are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test & Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised 
to take a PCR Test (see the link below for accessing these: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test)  
 
We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 
 
Where children are self-isolating due to awaiting a PCR test or testing positive, and are well enough to work or learn from 
home, the school will provide suitable work equivalent in length to the core teaching they would receive in school. Normally, 
this will be emailed out to parents, however, it may also be printed if required.  
 
We do thank you for your continued support and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
Paul Singleton 
Assistant Headteacher 
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